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HAPPY 50TH EARTH DAY! CELEBRATE WITH 50 WAYS TO THE PLANET!
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EDUCATIONAL EXTENSIONS FOR THE APRIL 2020 ISSUE OF RANGER RICK® MAGAZINE

NATURE PHOTOS 
Check out the winning photographs in Your Best Shots, 
pages 4–5. Ask students to identify something in each 
picture that impresses them. Perhaps the photo captures 
an interesting behavior, tells a story, or makes them feel a 
certain way. Or maybe the photo’s lighting, colors, or overall 
composition is particularly strong.

If students have access to cameras, suggest they spend 
half an hour photographing nature in their own backyards, 
schoolyard, or a local park. Distribute copies of the Photo 
Shoot student page and have children use it to document two 
of their favorite pics. Set aside class time for students to share 
their nature photographs and documentation. Then suggest 
children enter their favorite shots in Ranger Rick’s ongoing 
photo contest at nwf.org/rrphotocontest. For tips on taking 
great nature photos, see rangerrick.org/6-tips-for-wild-pics.

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF EARTH DAY
Commemorate Earth Day’s 50th anniversary by reading 
“50 Ways to Love the Earth,” pages 6–15. Then 
encourage students to do their part to protect and restore 
their planet by taking action on some of the 50 Earth-
friendly suggestions listed in the article. Below are more 
Earth Day activities:

1.  Create homemade anniversary cards containing 
Earth-friendly messages. Display them on a bulletin 
board titled “Happy 50th, Earth!”

2.  Have students write personal pledges of 
environmental commitment, using Ranger Rick’s 
Pledge on page 27 for inspiration. Children could 
then display their pledges on plaques or posters.

3.  As a class, outline a plan for attracting wildlife to 
your schoolyard. To get animals to drop by or move 

in, your schoolyard habitat with need to provide:
•  Food: anything from a simple bird feeder to a 

garden full of native plants with nectar-filled 
flowers, berries, and/or seeds

•  Water: a birdbath or shallow dish of water for birds, 
or a small pond for frogs or other water creatures

•  Shelter: brush piles, stone walls, bushes, bat boxes, 
and/or trees

•  Place to Raise Young: bird houses and/or leafy 
plants (for insects)

The National Wildlife Federation’s Schoolyard 
Habitat® program helps educators build, certify, and 
teach about wildlife habitats in schools. Visit nwf.org/
schoolyardhabitats for more information. And for more on 
Earth Day’s 50th anniversary, visit earthday.org/2020.

CLOSEUP ON FOXES 
After reading “Roxy’s Busy Day,” pages 20–23, have 
students use what they learned about Roxy and her family of 
Washington red foxes to make up television shows about the 
fox family. Use the “Showtime for Foxes” student page for 
this activity.

HAPPY TRAILS 
If reading “Let’s Hike!” on pages 28–32, inspires your 
students to hit the trail, plan a class hike. Have students help 
(1) choose the destination, (2) look at a map to plan the route, 
and (3) make a list of what to wear and pack. While on the 
trail, be sure to follow the Tips for Happy Hikers on page 32. 
Also on page 32 is a checklist of nature items to search for 
while hiking. Distribute copies of the list before you start out 
and invite children to check off items as they spot them.
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SWEET TREĄT
Ąrun Miller, age 6

Tiger swallowtail sipping 

nectar from a flower in a 

neighborhood garden.

Best Editorial
Grades PreK–6
Awarded by the Association  

of American Publishers

For a more healthful 
environment, this 
magazine is printed 
on a processed 
chlorine-free paper, 
containing 10% 
post-consumer 

waste, using inks with a high percentage of vegetable 

oils. The paper is also Forest Stewardship Council®® 

Chain of Custody certified as having come from trees 

harvested from responsibly managed forests and 

other eligible sources.

It’s time to reveal the 

winners of our latest 

Ranger Rick Photo 

Contest! We hope they 

inspire you to grab your 

camera and take some 

photos of nature, too. 

Want to enter our next 

round? Visit  

rangerrick.org/ 

photo-contest  

for details.
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RATE THIS 
ISSUE
What do you 
think about this 
month’s issue 
of Ranger Rick? 
Scan this QR code to take  
our survey.
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BĄD HĄIR DĄY?
Savannah Murray, age 13

Orangutan at Zoo Ątlanta in 

Georgia posing with a paper 

bag it just placed on its head.

ĄDORĄBLE 
ĄNTELOPE
Nathan Kim, age 13

Dik-dik photographed at 

Etosha National Park in 

Namibia, Ąfrica.

STĄNDING TĄLL
Stas Leonchyk, age 8

Great blue heron perched on a 

rocky ledge at Woodland Park 

Zoo in Seattle, Washington.

PURR-FECT PORTRĄIT

Ąlex Hutton, age 13

Cheetah spotted during a 

drive through the grasslands 

in South Ąfrica.

BUSY BUNNIES
Thomas Bomer, age 10

Ą pair of rabbits nibbling 

grass in Thomas’s backyard.
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Professional nature photographers often take notes to help them 
remember (1) what they saw when they shot a photo, (2) when 
and where they saw it, and (3) what was interesting about it.  
Use this sheet to record notes on two photographs you take.

TAPE PHOTO #1 HERE TAPE PHOTO #2 HERE

Date: Date:

Time: Time:

What it is: What it is:

Where I took it: Where I took it:

Why it is interesting: Why it is interesting:
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I live in Washington State 

with my family: Mom, Dad, 

and my brothers and sisters. 

Turn the page to learn more 

about us and spend a day the 

foxy way!

When you hear what kind 

of fox I am, you may be sur-

prised. Ready? I’m a red fox! 

But as you can see, I’m not 

red. Not even a little bit. That’s 

because Washington red foxes 

like me come in other colors, 

too, such as gray, black, and 

brown. Sometimes we’re even 

a mix of those colors. But 

no matter what color we are, 

there’s one thing that always 

shows we are red foxes: our 

white tail tips!
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by Roxy Fox,  
as told to Kathy Kranking  
photos by Chase Dekker/ 
minden pictures

 My brothers and sisters 

and I still nurse from Mom, 

even though we eat meat 

now, too.

Hi! I’m Roxy. Want to 

spend the day with me? 

You’ll get to see what fun 

it is being a fox kit!

 Here I am playing with 

my sister. Play is a big 

part of a baby 

fox’s day!

Meet the 
family!

Read “Roxy’s Busy Day,” pages 20–23, to find out how 
Washington red foxes live. Then follow the steps below.

Imagine you are making a television show about Roxy, the little Washington red fox, 
and her family. What facts about these foxes will you include?

Describe an adventure that the family will have.

Now write an advertisement for your show that will make people really want to tune 
in. Use the back of this page if you need more space.

STEP 1

STEP 2

STEP 3


