
1 

Resources Memo: COVID-19 
How can educators make online instruction 
accessible to students with disabilities? 

Regional Educational 
Laboratory 
Central 

From the National Center for Education Evaluation at IES 

How can educators make online instruction accessible to students 
with disabilities? 
As many schools are shifting to online learning during the school closures, educators are 
considering how best to meet the needs of students with disabilities in this environment. REL 
Central has compiled resources relevant to online learning for students with disabilities to share 
in this time of need. 

• The U.S. Department of Education released a supplemental fact sheet that provides
information on flexibility in determining how to meet needs of students with disabilities
in an online learning environment. The fact sheet supplements the department’s
questions-and-answers memo on providing services to students with disabilities during
the coronavirus outbreak. 

• Some states have developed guidelines for virtual learning for students with disabilities
as part of an established online learning program. The Michigan Virtual Learning
Research Institute provides guidelines for supporting Individualized Education Program
accommodations during online instruction.

• Organizations also have resources that were developed to support established online
learning programs to serve students with disabilities. The State Educational Technology
Directors Association and the Center on Online Learning and Students with Disabilities
provide tools that could support the current shift to online learning.

• Research on online learning to serve students with disabilities provides teacher
perspectives and information on parents’ roles and support.

• REL Northeast & Islands has curated additional resources to share methods of providing
online instructional support for students with disabilities.

Please contact REL Central if you have questions or need additional support: 
RELCentral@MarzanoResearch.com. 

This handout was prepared under Contract ED-IES-17-C-0005 by Regional Educational Laboratory (REL) Central, 
administered by Marzano Research. The content does not necessarily reflect the views or policies of IES or the U.S. Department 
of Education, nor does mention of trade names, commercial products, or organizations imply endorsement by the U.S. 
government.

https://ies.ed.gov/transfer.asp?location=www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/frontpage/faq/rr/policyguidance/Supple%20Fact%20Sheet%203.21.20%20FINAL.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/transfer.asp?location=www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/qa-covid-19-03-12-2020.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/transfer.asp?location=www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/qa-covid-19-03-12-2020.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/transfer.asp?location=michiganvirtual.org/research/publications/supporting-students-with-disabilities-in-k-12-online-and-blended-learning/
https://ies.ed.gov/transfer.asp?location=michiganvirtual.org/research/publications/supporting-students-with-disabilities-in-k-12-online-and-blended-learning/
https://ies.ed.gov/transfer.asp?location=www.setda.org/main-coalitions/elearning/accessibility/
https://ies.ed.gov/transfer.asp?location=www.setda.org/main-coalitions/elearning/accessibility/
https://ies.ed.gov/transfer.asp?location=www.centerononlinelearning.res.ku.edu/
https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ1184994
https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ1184994
https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ1118423
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/northeast/Docs/Blog/FAQ_COVID19_StudentswithDisabilities_508c.pdf
mailto:relcentral@marzanoresearch.com

	Resources Memo: COVID-19How can educators make online instruction accessible to students with disabilities?
	How can educators make online instruction accessible to students with disabilities?



Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		REL Central Resource memo online learning SWD.pdf






		Report created by: 

		REL Central


		Organization: 

		





 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 2


		Passed manually: 0


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 0


		Passed: 30


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top
